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Stem cells have fascinated both ~ALL references
biologists and clinicians for over a - Allimages
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century. Here, we discuss the origin of ,.l_;

the term “stem cell,” which can be
traced back to the late 19th century. The term stem cell originated in the

context of two major embryological questions of that time: the continuity of
the germ-plasm and the origin of the hematopoietic system. Theodor Boveri
and Valentin Hacker used the term stem cell to describe cells committed to
give rise to the germline. In parallel, Artur Pappenheim, Alexander
Maximow, Ernst Neumann, and others used it to describe a proposed
progenitor of the blood system. The original meanings of the term stem cell,
rather than being historical relics, continue to capture important aspects of
the biology of stem cells as we see them today.

Article Outline
Main Text

Introduction
“Stammzelle” and Germline Development

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science? ob=ArticleURL& udi=B8G3V-4NWI1GCX-... 15/04/2008



ScienceDirect - Cell Stem Cell : On the Origin of the Term “Stem Cell” Pages 2 of 2

Stammzelle and Hematopoiesis
The Meristem
Concluding Remarks
Acknowledgements
References

C II St C II Result list | previous < 12 of 20 > next

Volume 1, Issue 1, 7 June 2007, Pages 35-38

Home Browse My Settings Alerts Help

About ScienceDirect | Contact Us | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

ELSEYIER [ Copyright © 2008 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. ScienceDirect® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science? ob=ArticleURL& udi=B8G3V-4NWI1GCX-... 15/04/2008



