Diffuse brainstem gliomas in children: should we or shouldn't we biopsy? - British Jo... Pages 1 of 1

Diffuse brainstem gliomas in € First
children: should we or shouldn't Click here for immediate

. " access to the latest key
we biopsy~ research articles

Authors: P. A. Leach 2; E. J. Estlin ®; D. J. Coope ¢

J. A. Thorne 2; I. D. Kamaly-Asl &; on behalf of the Royal Manchester Children's
Hospital Clinical Neuroscience Group

Affiliations: a Departments of Paediatric Neurosurgery,

b paediatric Oncology, Royal Manchester Children's Hospital,
Manchester

€ Wolfson Molecular Imaging Centre, University of Manchester, UK
DOI: 10.1080/02688690802366198

Publication Frequency: 6 issues per year

Published in: * British Journal of Neurosurgery, Volume 22, Issue 5 October
2008 , pages 619 - 625

Subject: Neurosurgery;

Formats available: HTML (English) : PDF (English)

Abstract

The decision to biopsy diffuse pontine gliomas in children remains controversial.
There have been many publications over the last 30 years aiming to address this
issue. The prognosis for these patients remains extremely poor regardless of
treatment and many authors advocate that biopsy carries significant risk for little or
no clinical benefit. However, with an increasing knowledge of tumour biology and
genetics there is the potential for specific treatments tailored for individual tumours
based on their biological or genetic characteristics. The progress of such science in
the first instance requires histological diagnosis as part of well conducted clinical
trials, then, when treatments have been developed, biopsy samples will be needed to
identify the tumours that may respond to such treatments. The authors believe that

there is an increasing need for performing a biopsy of these lesions.
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