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Aggression in a patient with primary brain tumor: ethical implications for
best management.

Villano JL, Mlinarevich N, Watson KS, Engelhard HH, Anderson-Shaw L.

Department of Medicine, Section of Hematology/Oncology, University of Illinois, 909 S.
Wolcott Ave. Rm. 3133 (M/C 734), Chicago, IL, 60612, USA, jvillano@uic.edu.

We present a case of a 55-year-old male diagnosed with glioblastoma (GB) involving the left
frontal, parietal, and temporal lobes that developed aggression and committed a violent act
against his wife. Aggression and violence have rarely been presented in the neuro-oncology
literature, but have been well documented in stroke and dementia literature. We discuss the
case along with the ethical principles as well as best management practices that may have
been employed. As our therapies improve overall survival in brain tumors, aggression is an
important behavior that the field must acknowledge.

PMID: 19267227 [PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

http://www .ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez 12/04/2009



