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Glioma patient-reported 
outcome assessment in 
clinical care
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We thank Constantin Tuleasca and 
colleagues for their correspondence 
related to our Policy Review.1 We 
agree that there are many symptom, 
functional, and psychosocial effects 
that can be important to patients 
with glioma. We have proposed the 
quantitative, accurate, and sensitive 
measurement of a core set of 
symptoms and functional effects that 
are most directly related to disease 
and treatment symptomatology. 
The usefulness of having a core 
standardised brief assessment, 
particularly in a clinical trial context, 
cannot be overstated. Although our 
core set of priority constructs is only a 
subset of all that might be important 
to patients, we think these outcomes 
are relevant across the broadest 
range of contexts, and standardising 
these patient-reported assessments 
across studies, coupled with standard 
tumour, survival, and safety data, 
could allow us to truly harness 
the power of large datasets. With 
standardised datasets, we can explore 
the use of methods such as machine 
learning and other novel analytic 
techniques that we hope might lead 
to improved therapeutic development 
and clinical care for this vulnerable 
patient population.
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