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The fifth edition of the World Health Organization (WHO) classification of 
tumors of the central nervous system, published in 2021, contains substantial 
updates in the classification of tumor types. Many of these changes are relevant 
to radiologists, including "big picture" changes to tumor diagnosis methods, 
nomenclature, and grading, which apply broadly to many or all central nervous 
system tumor types, as well as the addition, elimination, and renaming of 
multiple specific tumor types. Radiologists are integral in interpreting brain 
tumor imaging studies and have a considerable impact on patient care. Thus, 
radiologists must be aware of pertinent changes in the field. Staying updated 
with the most current guidelines allows radiologists to be informed and 
effective at multidisciplinary tumor boards and in interactions with colleagues 
in neuro-oncology, neurosurgery, radiation oncology, and neuropathology. This 
review represents the first of a two-installment review series on the most 
recent changes to the WHO brain tumor classification system. This first 
installment focuses on the changes to the classification of adult and pediatric 
gliomas of greatest relevance for radiologists.
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